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Purpose

This report sets out Councillor Mitchell’s request in accordance with Standing Order 
3.7.2 for this issue to be considered at the Climate Change Board. It also sets out 
Councillor Jessop’s proposal that a Task and Finish Group is set up to consider the 
issue in further detail and report back to the Climate Change Board.

Recommendation

That the Board approves the establishment of a task and finish group to 
consider:

i. external agencies and organisations that the Council should 
directly consult and engage with on this matter

ii. actions that the Council is able to procure or carry out itself or 
with partners in relation to the issue

and to report back to the Climate Change Board in no less than six months on 
the outcomes of the task and finish group’s work

1.0 Background

1.1 Members are enabled by standing order 3.7.2 of the Constitution to request 
that particular matters are to appear on the Agenda of a Board or 
Committee. Such requests are to be considered by the Borough Solicitor in 
consultation with the Chairperson of the relevant Board. 

1.2 Councillor Mitchell contacted the Borough Solicitor with a request (set out 
below at paragraph 2.1) by email on 27 August 2020. The request was 
considered and accepted on 3 September 2020 by the Borough Solicitor and 
Councillor Jessop on the basis that the matter should form the subject of a 
joint report in the names of both Members to include a proposal that a task 
and finish group be set up to consider the issue and the Council’s remit to 
assist in its resolution. 

2.0 Report

2.1 Councillor Mitchell’s request set out that the Board should consider 
contingency plans for wildlife in the Borough due to climate change causing 
the increased incidence of fish die-off; directly due to the summer heat and 



drought conditions. The request further set out that all of Gosport's inlets and 
Fort Brockhurst moat had suffered from the distressing sight of dead fish in 
the recent heat. This problem is likely to repeat each year due to increased 
heat, summer droughts and the resultant algal blooms causing problems to 
Gosport's wildlife.

2.2 The initial view from Council Officers is that this issue is likely to require 
engagement with external organisations in the public and third sectors as 
well as environmental and community groups. It is anticipated that action 
required as a result of any habitat loss or damage, and/or debate on the 
matter, may be the responsibility of external organisations with particular 
statutory responsibilities so it will be important to establish the exact remit of 
the Council in this area.

2.3 In particular, Council Officers are aware that algal blooms are caused by 
excess amounts of nitrates in the Solent catchment, which has resulted in a 
stop on planning consents for new housing in the Solent region. Whilst a 
localised solution has been arrived at with Natural England to enable 
planning consents to now be granted, the wider environmental issue 
remains. Water companies and local environmental groups and charities will 
have a stake in seeing this issue improved.

2.4 In response to Cllr Mitchell’s request, Cllr Jessop suggests that the matter 
be considered further by a working group with the assistance of Officers, 
and to report back to the Climate Change Board within not less than six 
months.

3.0 Conclusion

3.1 This report sets out the Members’ request for this matter to be considered by 
the Board.
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